According to Rule 10a of the International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes (Lapage et al., 1992) as modified in Montreal, Canada, in 2014: 'The name of a genus or subgenus is a substantive, or an adjective used as a substantive, in the singular number and written with an initial capital letter. Words from languages other than Latin or Greek should be avoided as parts of genus or subgenus names as long as equivalents exist in Latin or Greek or can be constructed by combining word elements from these two languages. Exceptions can be made for names derived from typical local items such as foods, drinks or geographical localities for which no Latin or Greek names exist, or for names based on acronyms'. Rule 10a does not specify the grammatical case of genus and subgenus names; this is in contrast to the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants, where according to Article 20.1:
'The name of a genus is a noun in the nominative singular, or a word treated as such ... ' (McNeill et al., 2012) .
Although Trüper (1999 Trüper ( , 2001 in his guidelines for naming prokaryotes stated that:
'The name of a genus (or subgenus) is a Latin noun (substantive) in the nominative case' the grammatical case is not dictated by the Code. Creation of genus and subgenus names based on Latin nouns in the genitive, dative, accusative, ablative or vocative case is therefore possible.
To prevent the future formation of genus and subgenus names that are not in the nominative case, I propose emending the first sentence of Rule 10a as follows:
'The name of a genus or subgenus is a substantive, or an adjective used as a substantive, in the singular number in the nominative case, and written with an initial capital letter'.
Although at the time of writing no precedents of validly published genus or subgenus names could be found that are not in the nominative case, the change is proposed to be non-retroactive. I submit this proposal to be discussed at the next meeting of the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes.
